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Townscape Architects were delighted to partner 
with the Met Club for the June Property and 
Construction Lunch in York. It was a great 
success and we welcomed 65 fellow construction 
professionals to the event. There was an 
informative presentation on the delivery of the York 
Central Site which encouraged some lively debate. 
It is certainly a pivotal time in York’s development 
and it will see the delivery of 2,500 homes and 
a commercial quarter creating up to 6,500 jobs 
adding over £1.16 billion to the city’s GVA.

Welcome to our summer newsletter – It has been an exciting quarter at Townscape Architects. Our third project with 
the Injured Jockeys Fund is nearing completion and really taking shape. We have had some great results with planning 
applications in the Yorkshire, region including planning permission for a new house in Asenby and a modern family 
home in Haxby, York.  Enquiries for new projects seem buoyant (despite the Brexit rumblings!) and we have now 
committed to opening a new base in York to service the increasing demand for our services in the area.

Nick Silcock - Founder and Director

Our innovative work for the Injured 
Jockeys Fund on the new rehabilitation 
centre at Peter O’Sullevan House, has 
been featured in the Racing Post. 

The article gives a really interesting 
insight into the design, how the project 
was funded & the facilities, which will 
be available to the Injured Jockeys Fund 
and The British Racing School in the near 
future. 

This is the sister rehabilitation centre 
to Jack Berry House in Malton, which 
director Nick Silcock also designed.  
We feel truly honoured to have been 
chosen to work on these projects, which 
make such a difference to the racing 
community.

The build is moving along nicely and 
it is hoped that the IJF’s patron the 
Princess Royal will be available to open 
the centre when it is completed in the 
Autumn.
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Planning permission has recently been obtained for a 
contemporary new-build dwelling in Haxby, York.

The key aim of the project is to provide a modern and energy 
efficient family home that sits comfortably within its context.
The new dwelling takes advantage of the southern aspects 
of the site, bringing sunshine into the main living areas of the 
house and benefitting from passive solar gain. There is a strong 
connection between the outside space and the internal living 
spaces of the house through extensive garden-facing glazing 
and rear external landscaping.  The building borrows from the 
architectural vocabulary of the area in its use of dormer forms, 
pitched roofs and carefully proportioned street frontage, whilst 
remaining a thoroughly contemporary building.

New-Build Country House in Asenby, North Yorkshire.

Planning permission has been obtained for a new-build country 
home on a greenfield site in North Yorkshire. The house of 
280m2 has a traditionally proportioned front façade and timber 
windows as to sit comfortably into the local village vernacular 
style. A beautiful oak framed vaulted space at the rear of the 
property allows the open plan living areas to open into the 
rear garden and to benefit from the long distant countryside 
views towards the White Horse and River Swale. Once complete 
the property will become a beautiful family home of a classic 
contemporary style. As architects we relished the challenge of 
obtaining consent on this tricky site within the Harrogate area 
and it goes without saying both the client and ourselves are 
delighted with the outcome.

New Build Home Featured in Specification and CPD Magazine

Exceptional thermal performance and low running costs were 
key criteria for the construction of a 3000sq ft, new-build 
home in rural North Yorkshire.  Designed for a private client by 
Harrogate Architects, Townscape, the high specification property 
was built in the style of a barn on a spacious, level site, formerly 
occupied by redundant farm buildings.

“Planning required that the site was developed to reflect the 
traditional look and feel of a farmstead with an open courtyard 
area bordered by buildings that sat comfortably with the rural 
vernacular”

Whilst delighted with the old-world, barn-style of architecture 
created by Townscape, their clients required a much more up 
to date treatment for the construction methods and long-term 
performance of the building – particularly relating to thermal 
efficiency and low running costs.

Townscape looked at various structural solutions and decided on 
a hybrid, timber frame arrangement with an additional blockwork 
inner leaf to the gables. An outer leaf of coursed natural stone in 
a pale buff/rose shade with sawn stone dressings, together with a 
blue slate roof was specified – a style common to the village.

Air tightness and exceptional levels of thermal insulation were 
also required as the clients were keen to minimise running costs 
and achieve a low carbon footprint. Townscapes solution was 
provided by careful attention to construction detailing and the 
innovative use of a spray applied insulation system from Icynene.

Icynene “FoamLite” was sprayed directly onto the strand-board 
backing to the internal timber frame, filling it to a depth of 
150mm. As FoamLlite is a “vapour open” foam it allows moisture 
vapour to pass freely through it, allowing the building to breathe 
naturally, resisting cold bridging and condensation.

Because the insulation and anticipated levels of air tightness were 
so high, Townscape incorporated a mechanical ventilation and 
heat recovery system into the building. 

Space and domestic hot water heating was given a similar 
forward thinking treatment in the form of a high efficiency, Air 
Source Heat Pump driving a wet, underfloor heating system to 
ground, first and second floor rooms.

“Like in the car industry, the design and build of high specification 
homes like this are at the “Formula 1” end of construction 
technology. Many of the cutting-edge solutions used today will 
eventually filter down to mass market homebuilding in ten or 
twenty years from now”.
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OFFICE NEWS
Nick, Lorna and Russ took on the Leeds Half 
Marathon in May and came home with shiny new 
medals and some respectable times.  This one 
was just for fun, but both Lorna and Russ beat 
their Great North Run times by around 2 minutes.

Lorna also walked the Yorkshire 3 peaks to raise 
funds for Frank's Fund and St Aidan's High School.

 We are now looking for our next challenge, so 
send us your suggestions or even challenge us!

These are exciting times for Townscape Architects, as we continue 
to expand and have committed to setting up a permanent base in 
York to complement our head office in Harrogate. The growth of 
the demand for our imaginative one-off houses in York has been 
the catalyst for our expansion. Last year saw the completion of an 
innovative eco home on the outskirts of Dunnington, and this year 
the completion of a beautiful house backing onto the Knavesmire.

We excel and add value when working on those tricky sites with 
ambitious developers, including sites where there are lots of 
constraints, perhaps access or conservation issues.

BEST HOUSE IN TOWN

Harlequin House in 
Dunnington was featured 
on BBC One's Best House in 
Town series.

The Judges were impressed 
with the striking appearance, 
flow and palate of materials.

PROPERTY CLINIC

Perhaps you are looking to purchase a property 
and would like to explore it's potential before 
comitting. Townscape Architects offer a weekly 
property clinic  - why not sit down with one 
of our architects for inspiring design ideas and 
to find out the answers to all those burning 
questions?

We have a limited number of complimentary 
sessions available, so please call us to discuss 
your requirements and to book an appointment 
to visit our office (coffee and biscuits on us!).


